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A LOOK AT TUCSON SATELLITE SHOWS  
Mike Nelson  csrockguy@yahoo.com 

One of the really exciting aspects of the Tucson Shows, at least for me, is a chance to visit some of the satellite 
shows scattered around the city.  These shows are sometimes centered around a motel/hotel such as the Hotel 
Tucson City Center, or a ñreally largeò tent-like structure (22nd Street Show), a permanent building (Mineral and 
Fossil Co-Op), individual booths/tents/trucks in a parking lot (Minerôs Co-Op), or a mixture of booths and the 
ñreally largeò tent-like structures (Kino Gem and Mineral Show).  Some handle only ñhigh endò gems (The West-
ward Look Show) while several specialize in beads (Tucson Bead Show).  I have even seen pickups parked in 
empty lots selling ñrocksò or whatever (not associated with any official show).  Usually the ñofficialò vendors sell 
ñsomethingò associated with rocks, gems, minerals, beads, equipment but I have seen sunglass and ñcoon skin 

hatsò for sale.  These entire activities make for a fantastic 
array of sale items at all pricesðfrom two minerals for a dol-
lar to individual crystals costing tens of thousands of dollars. 
And these public sales donôt take into account all of the pri-
vate transactions taking place around the city, often before 
the shows even begin.  Tucson is an event, something on the 
bucket list of almost any mineral collector or lapidary.  During 
early February there are a gazillion rock, mineral, fossil, and 
gem enthusiasts in town and the roads are crowded. I pre-
sume the event is a multimillion dollar event for the city as 
everyone is "talking rocks." 

I arrived in the city on a Saturday so the first day was re-
served for attending the ñWholesale Show,ò the Gem and 
Lapidary Wholesalers, centered at the Holiday Inn in south 
Tucson (Figs.1-4).  A friend of mine provided the ticket 
passes needed for entrance to the Show.  My major com-
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Fig. 1.  Get your discount diamonds. 
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CSMS Calendar  

April 2014  

   Tue., Apr  1ðFossil Group ,  7 p.m., Senior Center. Jerry Suchan 303 648 -3410  

   Thu., Apr  3ðBoard Meeting , 7 p.m., Senior Center.  

    Sat., Apr  5ðLapidary , 10a.m.-2 p.m., Sharon Holte 719 217 -5683. 

   Tue., Apr  8ðMicromounts , 7 p.m., Senior Center.    Dave Olsen,  719 495 -8720 

   Thu., Apr 17ðGeneral Assembly , 7 p.m., Senior Center.  

     Pebble Pups & Juniors. 5:30 to 6:15 p.m., Steven Veatch,  719 748 -5010 

   Thu., Apr 24ðCrystal Group ,  7 p.m., Senior Center.  Kevin Witte,  719 638 -7919 

      Faceting Group , 7 p.m.,  Senior Center. Paul Berry,  719 578 -5466 

 Apr, Jewelry Group, By appointment. Call, Bill Arnson, 719 337 -8070. 15610 Alta Plaza Cir., Peyton  

May 2014 

   Thu., May  1ðBoard Meeting , 7 p.m., Senior Center.  

   Sat.,  May  3ðLapidary , 10a.m.-2 p.m., Sharon Holte  719 217 -5683 

   Tue., May  6ðFossil Group ,  7 p.m., Senior Center.  Jerry Suchan 303 648 -3410  

   Tue., May 13ðMicromounts , 7 p.m., Senior Center.    Dave Olsen,  719 495 -8720 

   Thu., May 15ðGeneral Assembly , 7 p.m., Senior Center.  

      Pebble Pups & Juniors. 5:30 to 6:15 p.m., Steven Veatch,  719 748 -5010 

   Thu., May 22ðCrystal Group ,  Senior Center, Kevin Witte,  719 638 -7919 

       Faceting Group , Senior Center,  Paul Berry,  719 578 -5466 

 May, Jewelry Group , By appointment. Call, Bill Arnson, 719 337 -8070. 15610 Alta Plaza Cir., Peyton  

The Senior Center is located at 1514 North Hancock in Colorado Springs.  For more information on 
any of the sub -groups, meetings, and other CSMS valuable information, go to our website, csms.us  

Apr. 11, 6:45 p.m., North Jeffco Gem & Mineral Club Silent Auction, Apex Community Recreation Cen-
ter, 6842 Wadsworth Blvd., Arvada 

Apr. 11, 7:00 p.m., ñThe Age of Grand Canyon: A Century of Debate ò, Dr. Karl Karlstrom & Dr. Rebecca 
Flowers;  at the National Mining Hall of Fame & Museum (ballroom), 120 West 10th Street, Leadville, CO 

Apr 14 - Ca¶on City Geology Club - 7:00 pm program.  Stephanie Carter of the Royal Gorge BLM office will 
speak on "The New Face of Mining", discussing safety and environmental aspects of historic mining versus 
mining in today's world. 

Apr. 18 -20, Book/Garage Sale at the Colorado School of Mines Geology Museum ; 9 a.m. ï 4 p.m. on 
Fri. & Sat., 1-4 p.m. on Sun.  

Apr 18 -20, Colorado Mineral & Fossil Show (Ramada Plaza-Denver Central) 4849 Bannock St. 

May 3, Colorado Mineral Society Silent Auction, Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, 920 Kipling St., Lake-
wood CO 

May 10, FM Colorado Chapter, Silent Auction, Clements Community Center, 1580 Yarrow St., Lakewood 
CO 

June 6 -8, Pikes Peak Gem and Mineral Show (Western Museum of Mining & Industry) 

Aug. 7 -10, Contin -Tail Rock Show , Buena Vista Rodeo Grounds 

Aug. 14 -17, Woodland Park Rock Gem and Jewelry Show, Between Walmart and Burger King on Hwy 
24, Rock, Gem, and Jewelry Auction both Fri. & Sat nights. 

Aug. 15 -17, Lake George Gem and Mineral Show , Lake George, CO 

Sep. 7-14, Colorado Mineral & Fossil Show,  Ramada Plaza Hotel (formerly Holiday Inn), Denver 

Sep. 12-14, Denver  Fine Mineral Show, Denver Marriot West, 1717 Denver West Blvd., Golden, CO 

Sep. 12-14, Denver Gem and Mineral Show, Denver Mart (formerly the Denver Merchandise Mart) 451 
East 58 Ave., I-25 Exit 215. 

Other Events of Interest to CSMS Members  
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plaint about this event is the $10 charge for parking any-
where remotely close to the Holidome.    

As usual, most specimen prices seemed somewhat high for 
the quality of many pieces but perhaps I am just not inter-
ested in looking for small gems in a four figure range.  The 
lesser priced pieces seemed to have been doubled in price 
and then discounted by 50%!  But again, I was not inter-
ested in purchasing a flat of emeralds for resale.  I did come 
home with several sterling silver chains priced at $1.39 gram
---that seemed fair.  

My favorite satellite shows are those: 1) where the speci-
mens are more reasonable in price; and 2) where some 
really nice paleontological specimens are displayed.  The 
Minerôs Co-Op was a new show this year and was situated 
in a parking lot near the Orange Grove and Interstate 10 
(Fig.5).  Many of these small vendors were, in past years, 
located on the soccer field east of Kino Park.  The scuttle-
butt is that the field owners decided to remove the vendors 
this year?  At any rate, I certainly enjoyed visiting with these 
ñmom and pop/back of the truck/from the camperò vendors 
who seem to represent what rock and mineral collecting is 
all aboutðfor the ñaverageò buyer.  Kim and Bodie (Figs. 6-
7) from Running Boar Minerals in Woodland Park, Colorado, 
just up the road from my home in Colorado Springs, was set 
up and selling nice crystals of Pikes Peak Amazonite http://
tucsonrockgemmineralshow.com/running-boar-minerals/.  
The couple also facilitates the June show of the Colorado 
Springs Mineralogical Society (www.csms.us). 
I visited the 22nd Street Show a couple of times since the 
large ñtent-likeò structure housed a number of interesting 
vendors.  There were some beautiful fossils (original and 
casts) for sale (Figs. 8-9) and I was able to purchase some 
nice small minerals (collectors can never have enough va-

nadinite crystals).  Several ñstarsò from the Prospectors TV show were on hand to sell recently collected mate-
rial, especially from Mt. Antero, and to sign autographs.  Amanda and Travis (members of the Colorado Springs 
Mineralogical Society) from Colorado Rocks had some nice aquamarines, both faceted and rough for eager cus-
tomers.  See some of their adventures at: www.facebook.com/pages/Prospector-Amanda-Adkins/.  The Busse 

 

Fig. 2.  Gemstone rings of any size (and price). 

Fig. 3.  And then there are beads, and more 
beads,é 

 

Fig. 4.  Sapphire at $350 ct. and emeralds at 
$1600 per stone. 

Fig. 5.  My kind of show. 

http://tucsonrockgemmineralshow.com/running-boar-minerals/
http://tucsonrockgemmineralshow.com/running-boar-minerals/
file:///C:/Users/m/Documents/www.csms.us
file:///C:/Users/m/Documents/www.facebook.com/pages/Prospector-Amanda-Adkins/
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family had a booth next door. 

The City Center Show has a quite large number of vendors scattered across the courtyard, in the ballrooms, in 
parking lot tents, and in all lower level rooms and several on the upper floors (Figs. 10-11).  The Show has an 
amazing diversity of items for sale and one of the busiest vendors was the company selling packing material and 

boxes. 

My favorite City Center Vendor is Glen Rockers from Paleo-
Search Inc. headquartered in my old stomping grounds of 
Hays, Kansas (see 9-23-12 blog on amber).  I have known 
Glen from those early days and have admired his many finely 
prepared specimens (www.paleosearch.com).  Glen leases 
land from ranchers in the western part of the state in areas 
where the Smoky Hill Chalk Member of the Niobrara Forma-
tion is exposed, ñthe chalk.ò  This Cretaceous unit, over the 
last 150 years, has produced an amazing number of large 
fossil reptiles (for example, mosasaurs), fish (for example 
Xiphactinus), invertebrates, and even the occasional dino-
saur.  Natural history museums across the world often have 
fossils collected from ñthe chalk.ò  This time Glen had col-
lected and prepared a very nice bill fish called Protosphy-
raena (Fig. 12).  He told me that the specimen is about 80% 
complete, including the skull.  During my time playing in the 

 

 

Fig. 8. Juvenile mammoth at 22nd Street. 

Fig. 10. A beautiful piece of polished chrysocolla 
from Arizona. 

Fig. 7.  Nice Pikes Peak amazonite crystals at 
Running Boar. 

Fig. 6. Bodie at Running Boar trying to convince 
a customer.  

Fig. 9.  Frilled dinosaur skull at 22nd Street. 

file:///C:/Users/m/Documents/www.paleosearch.com
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chalk collectors often found the rostrum (the bony part of the bill) that had broken from unknown skulls.  In view-
ing the photo below remember that the rostrum actually supported a cartilaginous covering.  The famed fossil 
collector Charles H. Sternberg postulated in 1917 that the front teeth projected in a forward direction and the bill 
and teeth were used as a ramming device on other fish or mosasaurs.  I think paleontologists remain uncertain 
about the use of the bill and teeth; however, Sternberg seemed correct about the projecting teeth.  A great photo 
of a reconstructed Protosphyraena is located at: http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/staticfiles/NGS/Shared/
StaticFiles/animals/images/1024/protosphyraena-lw.jpg        

The Mineral and Fossil Co-Op on Oracle Street is a show that I always try to attend although the paleontological 
specimens are far out of my budget and are museum grade.  With that said, attending this show is sort of like 
walking into a small natural history museum (Figs. 13-14). 

The Kino Gem and Mineral Show at the southern end of the city is always one of my favorite shows (Figs. 15-
17).  Here one can find giant rocks (4 feet) covered with azurite, large quartz crystals, beads for everyone, chairs 
constructed from fossil wood, some really nice small specimens at reasonable prices, lapidary equipment, coon 
skin hats, and the ever numerous amethyst cathedrals.  There are a few ñgiantò tents, several small booths, and 
even several specimens displayed outside.  Of course rain had not hit Tucson since sometime in 2013 so 

 

 

Fig. 11. Cast of T. rex skull (I presume from 
Montana).  

Fig. 13. I must have seen a gazillion cephalopod 
fossils. 

Fig. 14.  An Eocene crocodilian, a really beautiful 
museum-quality specimen.  

Fig. 12.  Protosphyraena, a gorgeous specimen from the 
Niobrara Formation (the chalk), Kansas. 

http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/staticfiles/NGS/Shared/StaticFiles/animals/images/1024/protosphyraena-lw.jpg%20%20%20%20%20%20%20
http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/staticfiles/NGS/Shared/StaticFiles/animals/images/1024/protosphyraena-lw.jpg%20%20%20%20%20%20%20

